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The IMF has developed a useful conceptual
approach for assessing the quality of statistics
produced by national statistical offices, central banks
and other producers of official statistics. The DQAF
approach provides three levels of detail: definition
of the dimensions of quality; more precise elements
that help to define each dimension of quality;
indicators to be calculated to assess the degree to
which the actual situation matches that which could
ideally be predicted on the basis of quality
objectives. The first two levels of the DQAF are
described below.

Dimensions of quality Elements
1. Prerequisites of quality

1.1. Legal and institutional environment 1.2.
Resources available

1.3. Relevance of the information produced
1.4. Other aspects of guality management
2. Assurance of integrity

2.1. Professionalism of statistical work

2.2. Transparency

2.3. Ethical standards

& The IMF’s Data Quality Assurance
Framework (DQAF)

3. Methodological soundness
3.1. Use of international standards  3.2. Scope

3.3. Use of international classifications 3.4. Use of
international accounting principles

4. Accuracy and reliability
4.1. Source data

4.2. Critical assessment of source data  4.3.
Statistical techniques used

4.4. Assessment and validation of intermediate data
and statistical outputs

4.5. Revision studies

5. Serviceability

5.1. Periodicity and timeliness 5.2. Coherence
5.3. Revision policy and practice

6. Accessibility

6.1. Data accessibility 6.2. Metadata accessibility
6.3. Assistance to users
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