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Figure 1.1: Remittance flows are large, and growing
(USS billion)
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Sources: World Development Indicators and World Bank Development Prospects Group
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(ranking for 166 country)

Remittances as a share of GDP

country

7 21.2% West Bank and Gaza
12 17.0% Lebanon
21 10.8% Jordan

31 9.3% Yemen, Rep.

32 9.0% Comoros

41 6.6% Morocco

42 6.6% Egypt, Arab Rep.
49 4.9% Tunisia

60 3.5% Syrian Arab Republic
70 2.3% Djibouti

105 1.0% Algeria

115 0.6% Sudan
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Migrant Remittances/GDP
remittance 1980 | 1990 | 2000 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 2013 em'zoalgc(‘f,z)
inflows

Afghanistan 331 247 385 719 3.5%
Algeria 406 352 2044 | 1,942 | 1,942 2,000 1.0%
Brazil 111 573 1647 | 2,754 | 2,798 | 2,583 2,537 0.1%
Canada 1222 | 1,167 | 1,206 1,199 0.1%
China 124 758 | 52,460 | 61,576 | 57,987 | 59,491 0.6%
Comoros 2 10 38 48 56 59 9.0%
Djibouti 12 33 32 33 33 2.3%
Egypt, Arab 2700 | 4280 | 2,850 | 12,453 | 14,324 | 19,236 | 17,833 6.6%
Rep.

India 2761 | 2,382 | 12,845 | 53,480 | 62,499 | 68,821 | 69,970 3.7%
Indonesia 166 | 1,190 | 6,916 | 6,924 | 7,212 7,615 0.9%
Iraq 177 223 271 271 0.1%
Jordan 794 499 1,845 | 3,517 | 3,368 | 3,490 3,643 10.8%
Lebanon 6914 | 6,913 | 6,918 7,551 17.0%
Lesotho 263 428 478 610 649 554 543 24.4%
Morocco 1,050 | 2,010 | 2,160 | 6,423 | 7,256 | 6,508 6,882 6.6%
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Migrant .
remittance 1980 | 1990 | 2000 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 2013 | Remittances/GDP
: 2013 (%)
inflows
Nigeria 22 10 1,390 | 19,818 | 20,619 | 20,633 20,890 4.0%
Oman 35 39 39 39 39 39 39 0.0%
Pakistan 2,050 2,010 1,080 9,690 | 12,263 | 14,006 14,626 6.2%
Philippines 626 1,462 6,957 | 21,557 | 23,054 | 24,610 26,700 9.8%
Poland . . 1,496 7,575 7,641 6,935 6,984 1.3%
Portugal 2,971 4,476 3,496 3,545 3,778 3,904 4,372 2.0%
Qatar . 574 803 574 0.3%
Saudi Arabia .. . .. 236 244 246 269 0.0%
Sri Lanka 152 401 1,163 4,123 5,153 6,000 6,422 9.6%
Sudan 263 62 641 1,100 442 401 424 0.6%
Syrian Arab

, 774 385 180 1,623 1,623 1,623 1,623 3.5%
Republic
Tunisia 319 551 796 2,063 2,004 2,266 2,291 4.9%
Turkey 2,070 3,250 4,560 993 1,087 1,015 919 0.1%
United Kingdom . 2,097 3,610 1,696 1,796 1,776 1,712 0.1%
United States 80 1,170 4,400 5,930 6,104 6,285 6,623 0.0%
West Bank and

1,010 1,509 1,666 2,060 2,520 21.2%

Gaza
Yemen, Rep. 1,500 1,290 1,526 1,404 3,351 3,343 9.3%
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Figure 1.2: Remittances exceed forex reserves ... and cover much of the import bill in many countries
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Sources: IMF, World Bank World Development Indicators, and staff estimates
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‘Remittances as a share of GDP are substantial, even among large MENA recipients

(Percentage of GDP, 2013)
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Sources: IMF, World Bank World Development Indicators, and staff estimates
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