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Natural Gas : Awaiting an Arab Coordinating Policy
Hussain Abdullah
Abstract

Natural gas industry is expected to grow substantially and
occupy the same importance as the international crude oil industry.
In particular, the paper examines the future outlook of the natural
gas international trade from an Arab perspective.

After reviewing the characteristics of natural gas in
comparison with other energy sources, the paper gives an
overview of the main features and recent trade patterns and future
prospects of the natural gas market. It then describes the
experience of Qatar as a Leading Arab country in exporting natural
gas.

The paper shows the close link between oil and natural gas
prices. This factor combined with the important size of natural gas
reserves in the Arab region calls for an Arab coordinated natural
gas policy.
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Gl 344| 48| 6.89| 858(1068| 9.2
alladl Dlgiad Jaal | 71.32| 100 96.86| 106.21 | 116.6| 100
4
D (1)) =
OECD 4-ihia 2| 20.45 29.94| 33.10] 35.90
dlig) Lgd Lay daldl) Jgal 9.32 16.51| 19.64 | 24.03
Gl 0.34 362| 5.12| 7.03
sl Al | 30.11 50.07 | 57.86 | 66.96
D (S la ) Gl
d_g|  29.00 48.91| 56.40 65.98
Ay o gaad) M) 1.55 158 1.16| 0.67
XBY)
oaildl |  30.55 50.49| 57.56 | 66.65
T haall

Energy Information Administration, (1997), Annual Enerqgy
Outlook, 1998, Washington, DC.
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