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Tourism in Arab Countries: Its Structure and Competitiveness

Riadh ben Jelili
Adel Abdel Azim
Hassan Khudr

Abstract

Tourism is one of the largest industries in the world and it continues to grow. From 1950 through
2005 international tourist arrivals have increased 32 fold to attain more than 800 million visitors in 2005.
It is probably the only service sector that provides concrete and quantified trading opportunities for all
nations. regardless of their level of development. Many developing countries. among them Arab countries.
consider tourism as one of fundamental pillars of their development process. Thus it is with some concern
that we should note that the Arab world attracts less than 6% of international tourism arrivals in 2003 and
with the exception of a few enclaves the Arab region remains highly marginalized from the global tourism
economy. This fact stands in severe contrast to the vast historical. cultural. and natural resources the region
offers for tourism development. This paper reviews the tourism performance indicators in the Arab world
and discusses major factors determining the tourism competitiveness in the region.
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