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The Competitive Performance of Manufacturing
Industry in a Number of Arab Countries

Ahmed Alkawaz
Abstract

This paper reviews the current overall state of competitiveness in Arab Countries, and its main
determinants: innovative capacity, efficiency, the availability of production factors, and determinants of
investment. Then, the paper tackles the competitive performance of the manufacturing activities in a
number of Arab countries. This is done with reference to selected industrial indicators, such as value
added, per capita value added, manufacturing exports, diversification index, and industrial competitive
performance indicators. A comparison analysis is followed with the main foreign competing countries in
the two exporting markets, i.e. China and Turkey. A special reference is made to the Egyptian case due to
data availability and the long experience of industrialization. Certain manufactured products are identified
as facing serious competition in the markets in question. This requires structural and industrial rehabilitation
to cope with these findings.
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