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The Role of Economic Factors in the Political Mobility
Rabie Nasser
Zaki Mehchy
Abstract

The political movement, sparked off in Syria in March 2011
demanding political freedom, is an indication that the society has reached
an unacceptable stage of institutional, economic and social decline. The
paper highlights the economic factors affecting this movement from
a comprehensive development perspective. Economic development
did not succeed in reducing money metric poverty in Syria. Moreover,
development policies did not serve the interests of impoverished people in
the last decade. Thus, great disparity developed between regions in respect
of economic activity, poverty, illiteracy and unemployment. The root cause
of economic development imbalances lie in the inefficient performance
of institutions, lack of transparency, accountability and the absence of an
integrated developmental future vision.The Syrian society’s aspirations for
the future, and the state of frustration caused by the stagnation, the absence
and the unproductive performance of its development process, followed
by fragmented reform policies, have probably constituted a critical factor
in the breaking out of the Syrian uprising.
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