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The Arab Spring: An Economic Approach to Understand
the Motives and Extract Lessons
Ashraf Alaraby
Abstract

After the spread of corruption, lack of justice and general unequal
opportunities not just in the distribution of income, massive calls
have been boosted to “drop and change the regime”. In this Paper
we use the “Political Economy” approach in attempt to explore the
economic causes and determinants that accelerated the great political
transformations, witnessed by the “Arab Spring” states since 2011.
In this context, the study aims to assess the performance of these
countries in achieving growth and development during the last two
decades. The paper pointed out that the policies of “Washington
consensus” pursued by most countries in the region in the past did not
succeed in achieving sustainable economic growth, neither realizing
the structural transformation that would create productive jobs for
the growing numbers of youth, as well the new entrants to the labor
market. The paper also tried to draw up the basic features of the
upcoming economic system, that will emerge from the “Arab Spring”
in light of the practical experiences and wide intellectual reviews
of the Washington consensus policies, raised by not only criticizers,
but also by those who applied it, too. The paper concluded that the
precautionary measures undertaken by many Arab governments over
the past year, may not be effective enough in resolving the structural
problems afflicted by the economic policies, or even, the development
model accomplished by these countries during the past decades.
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