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Shifting towards green jobs in Arab countries considering the
challenges of unemployment and sustainability requirements

Nawaf Abou Shamala

Abstract

Job creation is a priority for all developed, emerging and developing countries, especially in Arab
countries, which faces a clear shortage of job creation in their labor markets. This led to a considerable
level of unemployment rate which is more than double the global average unemployment rate. Creating
more green jobs as well as adhering to the Sustainable Development Goals- SDGS 2030, will impose
additional burden on Arab economies, particularly achieving sustainable growth capable of creating
sustainable jobs. The study aimed to determine the potential for Arab countries to shift towards creating
green jobs and assessing their ability to succeed in achieve such shifting, by analyzing structure of
production, exports, and labor markets in the Arab countries. The results showed that Arab countries in
general are still far from meeting the requirements of shifting production structures and jobs towards a
green based economy that considers the dimensions of sustainability. Nonetheless, the study found that
there are many solutions that facilitate a fair shift towards creating green jobs, based on the ability of the
Arab countries to modify the model of their economic growth.
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Source: EPI (2018): https://epi.envirocenter.yale.edu/epi-topline. And see also:

- World economic Forum — WEF- “Global Competitiveness index — annual report, WEF 2014/2015.
- Yale Center for Environmental law & policy, Yale University; “Environmental Performance Index —
EPI12014”, WEF, Geneva, 2014.
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UNDP, (2019): “Human Development Indices and Indicators 2018 Statistical Update”, http://
hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018 human_development_statistical update.pdf.
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About the EPI: Careful measurement of environmental trends and progress provides a foundation for effective
policymaking. The 2018 Environmental Performance Index (EPI) ranks 180 countries on 24 performance
indicators across ten issue categories covering environmental health and ecosystem vitality. These metrics
provide a gauge at a national scale of how close countries are to established environmental policy goals. The
EPI thus offers a scorecard that highlights leaders and laggards in environmental performance, gives insight
on best practices, and provides guidance for countries that aspire to be leaders in sustainability.
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Source: World Bank Data base - 2019.
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Source: World Bank Data base — 2019
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Source :World Bank Data base — 2019.
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www.oec.world — Economic complexity Index — database — 2019 Economic complexity Index —
ECI: http://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/rankings/country.
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UNDP, (2019): “Human Development Indices and Indicators 2018 Statistical Update”,
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2018_human_development_statistical update.pdf





